
24th September 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Apps, Gaming and Keeping Children Safe

Information for Parents and Carers

Keeping children safe is our key priority and, part of this, includes keeping children safe online. It is widely known
nationally that children use games and apps that may not be appropriate for their age. This makes it quite likely
that children within our own school are also accessing inappropriate content. With an ever evolving list of new
apps and games that appear on the market, it can be hard to keep up and even harder to know which platforms
and online games are appropriate.

Age ratings given for apps and games are the minimum appropriate age and shouldn’t be used by children below
that age. In games, this is because there may be content present in the game that could potentially be harmful,
frightening or worrying to children under this age.

You may be surprised to learn about the official age ratings for popular apps and games. We have listed many
popular platforms below but, if you are worried about a particular game that is not listed, you can check its
suitability on https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/

Popular games, apps and social media platforms with their age ratings:

Minecraft  7+

Pokemon GO 9+

Fortnite 12+

TikTok 13+

Instagram 13+

Facebook 13+

Snapchat 13+

YouTube 13+

WhatsApp 16+

Call of Duty 18+

We know that children enjoy a variety of different games and apps and this is often an important part of their
entertainment, as well as providing opportunities to interact with their friends.  Age appropriate games, apps
and websites can be great for the children to use. However, technology is constantly changing so we ask you to
remain  vigilant about what your child is accessing and regularly check on their online activity.

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/


Further information on age ratings, how to help your children update their privacy settings can be found using
the websites  linked below:

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/video-games-age-ratings-explained/

https://askaboutgames.com/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

We thank you for your ongoing support in this matter.

Kind regards,

Miss J Bishop
Computing Lead and Y5 Teacher
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