
Hello everyone in Year 3 at Woodbridge Primary School, 

I'm so pleased that you've been enjoying reading my book and 
having fun with Tomas and the dragons. Thanks for your brilliant 
questions, let's see if I can answer them. 

When did I first start writing stories? 
I didn’t start writing my stories down until I was about thirteen, 
but up till then I was always making up stories in my head, so it was 
great preparation. I started my first book when I was about 
fourteen, it was called ‘One-Footed’ and it was a science fiction 
story inspired by one of my favourite authors, Douglas Adams. The 
only trouble was I never finished it! Top tip: if you want to be a 
writer, write lots AND make sure you finish the book! Oh and don’t 
be afraid to edit. All writers edit their work A LOT! 

What is it like being an author? 
Well, I’ve done lots of different jobs but being an author is 
definitely my favourite. I love that I get to read and write 
for a living. I had no idea there was so much 
involved in being an author when I started. As 
well as writing your book you also have to 
promote it and share it. So apart from writing 
you need to know how to set up a website, run 
workshops, present at festivals, do media 
interviews and run your own business. Sitting 
and writing the story is just one bit!



How did I get the idea? 
The idea for the book first came when my son was about two years 
old. He used to get very fussy in the car on long journeys, so I 
made up stories to entertain him. One day I told him a story about 
a dragon who would fly down, land on our car roof and carry us away 
from the traffic jam to the coast. (We were probably on our way 
to Suffolk!) 

From then on we always had this dragon who lived in our garden on 
our shed roof. When my youngest son was born he grew up with 
these stories about our family dragon. But then he started asking 
questions. Where did our dragon come from? Why did he 
live on our shed roof? Why couldn’t he always see him? 

And so I started thinking of answers to these very good questions. 
And the story started to grow. Asking questions is always a great 
way to grow a story because it makes you think up more and more 
detail, and makes you think about why things happen as well as what 
happens. 

Every day I would walk down the lane past the 
allotments and I thought about our dragon. 
What if he had grown in a garden like that one 
– all overgrown and wild? Maybe there was an 
egg buried under a patch of nettles. Or maybe 
he had grown on a special plant. It would need 
to be a very special plant indeed. And then 
something popped into my mind. ‘Hold on,’ I thought. ‘Isn’t there a 

dragon fruit tree?’  



I had never seen one so just like Tomas I rushed home and looked 
it up on the computer. And it was the most amazing- looking tree. 
It had colourful tendrils that shot out like a burst of flame and 
moon-white flowers that only bloomed for one night. Straight away 
I knew it deserved to be in a story. And so the idea for Tomas 
finding this strange tree in his Grandad’s garden began. ‘What if’ is 
a great question to get you started on a story! 

How do I plan my stories? 
Every book is different, but I’ll spend a long time gathering ideas 
and getting to know my characters. Then I’ll just jump straight in 
and try and find the voice of the story. That can be the trickiest 
part. Once I have that I often realise I don’t actually know what’s 
going to happen, so then I try and work out the skeleton of the 
story. I don’t like to plan in too much detail because I find out so 
much as I write. But I will have some scenes and turning points in 
mind and I always have the ending in my head before I start so I 
know where I’m going. It’s a bit like giving yourself signposts to 
follow. But that’s just for the first draft and so much can change 
during the editing.  

When did I write ‘The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons?’  
I first had the idea about eight years ago. I 
didn’t spend all that time writing it, but over 
those years I rewrote the story many times. 
The idea actually started life as a picture book and then I tried 

writing it at various lengths until it finally came to 
be the book it is. 



Why did I call the boy Tomas? 
Some names come very easily. Tomas was always Tomas and spelled 
the way it is. But Flicker went through about six or seven different 
names before I settled on that one.  

I sometimes use names of people I meet. There really was a 
teacher called Mrs Fear at my son’s school. She was lovely. but I 
thought that was a great name for a teacher. 

The other dragons also went through name changes, and it wasn't 
really until I had figured out what their personalities and powers 
were that the names came to me.  

Who is your favourite dragon? 
I find it really hard to choose my favourite. I do love Flicker 
because he’s the kind of dragon I’d love to have. But I also 
love Zing - he was a lot of fun to write!  

Why did I choose to write about dragons? 

The short answer is I love dragons! I think they 
have always appealed to me because there are 
just so many different types, from huge and 
majestic and scary, like Smaug in ‘The Hobbit’ - 
who yes I do love to answer another of your 
questions - to small and friendly like the ones in 
my books and ‘The Dragons of Wayward 
Crescent’. Dragons are full of magic and yet they feel like 

they could be out there in the world, soaring 
above the clouds, just out of sight. 
There’s definitely something 
wonderful about dragons.



How do I come up with the designs for the dragons? 

I get a lot if ideas from the world around me, especially 
looking at other animals real and mythical. For example one of 
the dragons puffs out like a puffer fish when it’s scared, and 
in the fifth book ‘The Boy Who Sang With Dragons’, 
there is a dragon that acts like a cuttlefish – but I’ll let you 
read the story to find out how it’s similar!  

What am I writing next? 
I’ve just started working on another story. I can’t say much 
about it at the moment, but it’s inspired by Suffolk! I grew up 
down the road from Woodbridge and I also spend lots of time 
in Walberswick and Minsmere and Dunwich. So I am really 
keen to explore some Suffolk stories. It’s great to be 
inspired by the places you know and love.  

I’m so glad you’ve had fun with the dragons and I do hope 
you’ll enjoy reading the rest of the adventures. If you read 
on, you’ll find out more about where the dragons came from 
and the Hidden Dragon City, what Flicker’s special power is 
and how Tomas and the superhero squad save 
the dragon fruit tree. You’ll also meet lots 
more dragons and a few new friends including a 
little girl called Aura who declares herself to 
be Queen of the Dragons. 

  Wishing you many more happy 
reading adventures! 


