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16th July 2020 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
I hope you and your family are well and managing to cope with the current stresses and circumstances which 
the virus has caused. 
 
We would normally send end of year Reports at this time of year. The requirement on schools is to send an 
annual report on children’s progress, but because we try to go above and beyond wherever possible, we report 
on your children’s progress at the end of each term. We are not sending reports now, but please rest assured 
that after an appropriate welcome back period, we will be assessing the children next term and reporting their 
targets to you. 
 
I would like instead to take this opportunity to share some of the highlights from the school year, and provide a 
little non-Coronavirus context to the many wonderful experiences we’ve had since September. Apologies for 
any omissions, it’s very hard when there’s so much loveliness going on! 
 
 The Autumn Term 2019 included the residential visits for Y5 and Y6, orienteering in Rendlesham Forest, 
Climbing and Archery Scholarships, Bikeability training, a CrumbleBots Day at BT, a ‘Rivers’ Dance Workshop and 
a taster in learning French and German from Y9 students from Farlingaye. 
 
We celebrated Harvest Festival by collecting donations for the Salvation Army’s food bank in Woodbridge, 
thought about how Change Starts With Me in standing alongside anyone feeling vulnerable as part of Anti-
Bullying Week and listened to a talk on life in Woodbridge as a primary school aged child during World War Two. 
 
Early Years held a Jigsaw Puzzle Sale, the Reception children featured in the East Anglian Daily Times’ 2019 
Intake pull-out and parents of Y1 and Reception children were invited to our Phonics Workshops. Y1 showed 
their scientific natures by undertaking a range of Pumpkin Investigations, and Y2 displayed their confidence, 
creativity and lovely sense of humour in their beautiful Diwali assembly. 
 
All of the classes took part in PE Enrichment mornings, Y3 visited the Ipswich Museum, Y4 spent a day of 
Computational Thinking at BT and everyone had the usual fun and games at the Halloween Disco. 
 
The children also kept themselves active by taking part in the Early Years Scooterthon, our Intra-school 
Dodgeball Tournament, Tag-Rugby Festivals, the Ipswich and South Suffolk Cross Country, Copleston’s Football 
Tournament, plus netball and football matches against Sandlings and St. Mary’s. 
 
We celebrated Christmas in our usual busy style, including the Early Years Nativity, KS1 Nativity, carol singing in 
the community by Y2 and Y3 children and the KS2 Christmas Concert at St John’s.  
FOWPS members worked tirelessly to decorate the school, sell Christmas cards and put on a beautiful Christmas 
Fair. 
 
The Spring Term of 2020 had only just started when Y5 went to see ‘Aladdin’ at the New Wolsey Theatre.  
 



 

We sent selected children to an Able Writers’ Day, the Nursery children paid a visit to Woodbridge Library and 
Y6 spent a day at Benjamin Britten’s Red House in Aldeburgh. Two of our Y6 pupils were in the top 10% 
nationally in the BEBRAS Computing Challenge and qualified for the next round, while others took part in the 
Area, County and even Regional Finals in Cross Country running. A group of our talented artists had their work 
exhibited in Aldeburgh at the Young Art East Anglia competition. 
 
We came together as a school to listen to the author Grant Strong as part of World Book Day, to focus on 
staying safe online as part of Safer Internet Day and to ‘Dress Sporty’ in support of Sports Relief.  
 
Our Learning Ambassadors became the first Woodbridge Primary School children to co-host a radio show, when 
they joined Jon Wright at BBC Radio Suffolk for the Takeover Tuesday, and spoke eloquently about school and 
the 7Cs. Y1 and Y2 children had an interesting and entertaining day at Colchester Zoo, with the added 
excitement of the coach breaking down as they prepared to return to school. (A few staff almost joined it in 
breaking down!) Lots of Y3 children enjoyed Forest School mornings, whatever the weather, and the Y5 class 
wrote letters to their French pen-pals. 
 
We put on PE Enrichment mornings again, with activities including fencing, martial arts, dance, spatial 
awareness, archery and lacrosse. The Y4 children took part in an Inter-school Dodgeball Tournament, not losing 
a match, and our Tag-Rugby team achieved the same record at a second rugby festival. Mrs Girling issued her 
skipping challenge, which we haven’t forgotten about, and we had teams prepped and ready for the Pyramid 
Cross Country and Quicksticks Hockey competitions, before we were forced to take a break. 
 
It was so delightful to have your company in our class and music assemblies, during Early Years Stay & Play 
mornings and for Come Dine With Us.  
 
We can’t wait until we are able to resume all of the above activities. We won’t forget about the skipping, nor 
the children who missed out on the full programme of Forest School mornings, which we will reinstate in 
addition to the new cohort. I know that whatever your circumstances and despite whatever personal challenges 
you may have faced over the past 4 months, you will have done your very best to support your children in their 
learning. I also know that the children will have been working hard in so many different and varied situations. As 
something to look forward to when we return in September, I will be holding a Grand Prize Drawer Raffle to say 
well done to the children, with a prize for 50 lucky winners! 
 
Thank you for your wonderful support and positivity. It helps us to have the confidence to continue with our 
endeavours. The very many encouraging messages and warm verbal feedback you’ve given have made a 
significant difference to me personally and to the staff team collectively.  
 
 
I wish you and your families a safe and happy summer, and we’ll be back in touch again soon. 
 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
 
 
Mark Krisson 
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