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16th March 2020 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the government’s guidance on the Coronavirus pandemic has changed from the 
‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. I am getting in touch to let you know what we are 
doing in the light of this and what we’d like to ask you to do, to try and make sure our school community 
remains safe and calm. 
 
In this unprecedented situation, if you have members of your extended family who might be especially 
vulnerable to the virus, please let the office know, as we will not be issuing fines for children’s absence in those 
circumstances. 
 
What is the current situation? 
 The school remains open. This is the current guidance we have been given. 
 Willow Garden and all clubs will continue to run. 
 Pupils should continue to attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following 

symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days. 
 A new, continuous cough, and/or 
 A high temperature 

 If your child is unwell, please report this as normal by calling the school absence line. 
 The following events are cancelled – 

 Drumming assembly Tuesday 17th March 
 Swimming Gala 18th March 
 Year 1 Class Assembly 19th March 
 Pyramid Cross Country at Hollesley 20th March 
 RHS Cross Country 25th March 
 Guitar Assembly 25th March 
 Year 2 Class Assembly 26th March 
 FOWPS Easter Bingo 27th March (we will still hold the Hamper Raffle, so would be grateful for 

contributions for the hampers) 
 Year 5 swimming is continuing for the time being; the water is chlorinated and the children will use the 

hand sanitizer on arrival at and departure from the pool. 
 We currently have no indication of any changes to SATs, the Phonics Screening Check and Year 4 Tables 

Tests, so assume these are going ahead. We will let you know if that situation changes as soon as we 
hear about it. 

 
What we’re doing to protect pupils and staff 

 The school is cleaned every day using anti-bacterial cleaning materials. 
 We are making sure the children carry out regular hand-washing using anti-bacterial soap. 
 We will contact parents immediately if their child develops a high temperature or a new, persistent 

cough, and keep the child away from others. 
 Reminding the children of the importance of cleanliness, through assemblies and class activities. 
 Keeping the pupils informed through ‘Newsround’ BBC’s news service for children.  

 



 

What we’d ask you to do 
 Please make sure the children wash their hands thoroughly before coming to school. 
 Call the office if you have recently changed any of your contact details. 
 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. We need to make sure the children feel supported with any 

anxieties they may have. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has 
practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety. 

 Come and collect your child straight away if we ask you to. 
 
What happens if the school has to close? 
We may have to close – if instructed to do so by the government; if we don’t have enough staff to run the 
school; or if we run out of the necessary resources to keep the school clean and safe. 
In any of the above cases, we will – 

 Contact you by email and post the news on the website. 
 Contact you again by email when we have notice of the school reopening and post that news on the 

website. 
 Teachers are preparing plans with suggestions for home learning activities to take us up to the Easter 

holidays. We will reassess the situation on the 20th April, which is the summer term PD Day. 
 
If you have any questions 
Please consult the – 
 School office if you have any questions about our response to this issue. 
 NHS if you want to know more about the symptoms of the coronavirus. If you think you or your child 

may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111. 
 DfE coronavirus helpline on 0800 046 8687 if you have any questions about the government’s response 

to the virus in relation to schools. 
 Government’s travel advice if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re taking 

should go ahead. 
 
These are challenging times and I know you may be worried about the impact on our community. It is important 
that we keep each other safe and talk about these events to help deal with any anxieties. 
 
Thank you as always for your support and encouragement. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
M. Krisson 


	16th March 2020
	Dear Parent/ Carer,
	As you are no doubt aware, the government’s guidance on the Coronavirus pandemic has changed from the ‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. I am getting in touch to let you know what we are doing in the light of this and what we’...
	In this unprecedented situation, if you have members of your extended family who might be especially vulnerable to the virus, please let the office know, as we will not be issuing fines for children’s absence in those circumstances.
	What is the current situation?
	 The school remains open. This is the current guidance we have been given.
	 Willow Garden and all clubs will continue to run.
	 Pupils should continue to attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days.
	 A new, continuous cough, and/or
	 A high temperature
	 If your child is unwell, please report this as normal by calling the school absence line.
	 The following events are cancelled –
	 Drumming assembly Tuesday 17th March
	 Swimming Gala 18th March
	 Year 1 Class Assembly 19th March
	 Pyramid Cross Country at Hollesley 20th March
	 RHS Cross Country 25th March
	 Guitar Assembly 25th March
	 Year 2 Class Assembly 26th March
	 FOWPS Easter Bingo 27th March (we will still hold the Hamper Raffle, so would be grateful for contributions for the hampers)
	 Year 5 swimming is continuing for the time being; the water is chlorinated and the children will use the hand sanitizer on arrival at and departure from the pool.
	 We currently have no indication of any changes to SATs, the Phonics Screening Check and Year 4 Tables Tests, so assume these are going ahead. We will let you know if that situation changes as soon as we hear about it.
	What we’re doing to protect pupils and staff
	 The school is cleaned every day using anti-bacterial cleaning materials.
	 We are making sure the children carry out regular hand-washing using anti-bacterial soap.
	 We will contact parents immediately if their child develops a high temperature or a new, persistent cough, and keep the child away from others.
	 Reminding the children of the importance of cleanliness, through assemblies and class activities.
	 Keeping the pupils informed through ‘Newsround’ BBC’s news service for children.
	What we’d ask you to do
	 Please make sure the children wash their hands thoroughly before coming to school.
	 Call the office if you have recently changed any of your contact details.
	 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. We need to make sure the children feel supported with any anxieties they may have. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has practical steps older children can take to help...
	 Come and collect your child straight away if we ask you to.
	What happens if the school has to close?
	We may have to close – if instructed to do so by the government; if we don’t have enough staff to run the school; or if we run out of the necessary resources to keep the school clean and safe.
	In any of the above cases, we will –
	 Contact you by email and post the news on the website.
	 Contact you again by email when we have notice of the school reopening and post that news on the website.
	 Teachers are preparing plans with suggestions for home learning activities to take us up to the Easter holidays. We will reassess the situation on the 20th April, which is the summer term PD Day.
	If you have any questions
	Please consult the –
	 School office if you have any questions about our response to this issue.
	 NHS if you want to know more about the symptoms of the coronavirus. If you think you or your child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111.
	 DfE coronavirus helpline on 0800 046 8687 if you have any questions about the government’s response to the virus in relation to schools.
	 Government’s travel advice if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re taking should go ahead.
	These are challenging times and I know you may be worried about the impact on our community. It is important that we keep each other safe and talk about these events to help deal with any anxieties.
	Thank you as always for your support and encouragement.
	Yours sincerely,
	M. Krisson

