
 I am thrilled to be your child’s 
teacher this year and I’m very 

much looking forward to seeing 
them build in both their 

con�dence and their learning. 
This term our theme is COLOUR.

I have an open door policy, so please ask me 
any questions and I’ll do my best to answer 

them. If you feel you have a skill or 
knowledge in our areas of learning this 
term, which can bene�t the children’s 

understanding, please come and speak to 
me or Mrs Boland(our teaching assistant).

We encourage the children to drink water 
throughout the day, please ensure that 

your child has their name clearly written on 
their bottles. 

Welcome to Year 1

Science
Working scienti�cally, we are going to be looking at everyday materials 
grouping and comparing materials, according to their properties. 
Looking at the 5 senses and how to look after our body (focusing on 
hygiene). Seasonal changes will be an ongoing topic throughout the year. 

Autumn Term 2019

French 
and Music

Geography, 
History
and Art

with Mrs Ling

In French, we’ll be learning 
greetings, numbers and colours.
In music, we are working on pitch 
and how we perform together. 
Traditional songs and nursery 
rhymes will be our focus in singing. 

THE DAY the 
CRAYONS QUIT
by Drew Daywalt
This will be our term’s reading book and the 
main inspiration for our learning. This book 
will help us to write postcards and 
instructions, make inferences on what has 
been said/done and �rm discussions through 
role play. We will also learn some great social 
skills through PSHE activities as well as 
develop our creativity in art. 

These topics will be focused around 
Mexico. Looking at their culture, 
food, festivals and the in�uential 
artist Frida Kahlo who, despite 
obstacles, stayed committed to 
achieving her dream. In art, we will 
be looking at the bright, vibrant 
colours in some of Frida Kahlo’s 
paintings. 

P.E.
We’ll be participating in P.E on a 
Tuesday and a Thursday. Working 
on our balance in gymnastics, 
learning about the seasons 
through dance and we’ll be 
learning lots of fun and active 
playground games. Other days 
might also incorporate P.E, 
therefore, kit must be in school at 
all times. To save confusion all 
items of clothing need to have a 
clear name displayed on a label. 

Computing
We’ll be looking at how 
to be safe online as 
well as following the 
Barefoot computing 
scheme, this term.

RE and PSHE
Our focus this term is Christianity. We will be 
looking at why belonging to God and the church 
family is important to Christians and why Jesus 
was called the saviour. Christmas is a very 
exciting time, so we will be getting ready by 
learning the Christmas story and rehearsing for 
our Nativity. 

We will also look at how to be a good friend to 
one another, working as a team and caring for 
both ours and others belongings. 



How can I help…
Fill out their reading logs 3 times a week.
Practise their phonics.
Hear your child read as often as possible. This could be 1 or 2 pages at a time, then discuss what has 
just happened and what they think could happen next. Encourage a positive reading attitude, reading 
aloud to your child and coming up with silly character voices will also bene�t your child’s intonation 
and language skills. Audio books are also a fantastic reading resource that you can listen to together.

Safety online. There are so many wonderful resources online that we use in the classroom such as 
Phonics Play, Go Noodle or songs to help with your child’s learning. Alongside classroom teaching, 
please emphasise the importance of staying safe online to your child. You can �nd our E-Safety Policy 
on the school website, with a variety of links to support parents and children.

English 
We are already looking at how to correctly hold our pencils 
and are improving our �ne motor skills through various 
activities. Handwriting is encouraged at home and could be 
done through using jumbo chalk outside or writing in �our 
on trays, similar to what we do in school. In year 1 we are 
developing our ability of correct word spacing, this is 
usually done through �nger spacing.

We are also recognising capital/lower case letters and how 
we use them correctly in writing. Each day the children will 
be doing 20 minutes of phonics. These lessons are usually 
pacey, fun and involve games.

There will be a phonics workshop Wednesday 25th 
September, I encourage (if possible) everyone to attend as 
this will greatly bene�t your understanding on phonics as 
well as your child’s learning at home.

Reading is integral at this age and I ask that your child’s 
reading log is �lled out 3 times a week. Please ensure that 
your child’s reading logs and books are in school every day 
as we have additional opportunities for the children to read 
to an adult. 

Maths 
We will be following the Big Maths scheme of work. 
Working on our number bonds to 10. Looking at 1 more 
and 1 less. Representing and identifying numbers through 
objects. Spotting half through shapes and objects. 
Practising our times tables (by the end of KS1 we should 
know our 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s).

Time is such a challenging topic. Introducing your child to 
the time, in everyday situations, will positively impact 
their mind-set in an area that many children struggle 
with. Maths can be included just about everywhere. Ask 
them to lay the table and to count the cutlery they need. 
Money is something that is being heavily replaced by 
cards, so allow your child to play with coins or set them a 
budget to buy treats with. Even at this age, they love to 
be positively challenged. 

Recommended 
reading…

Don’t let the pigeon drive the bus by Mo Willems

Guess how much I love you by Sam McBratney

The heart and the bottle by Oliver Je�ers

We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen

The cat and the hat by Dr Seuss

The tiger who came to tea by Judith Kerr

I will not ever eat a tomato by Lauren Child

Room on the broom by Axel She�er

Flat Stanley by Je� Brown

I can only draw worms by Will Mabbit

Are we there yet by Dan Santat

The bad-tempered ladybird by Eric Carle

Funnybones by Janet & Allan Ahlberg

Meerkat mail by Emily Gravett

The book with no pictures by DJ Novak 

Dave’s cave by Frann Preston-Gannon

The storm whale by Benji Davies

Tattybogle by Sandra Horn & Ken Brown

The giant jam sandwich by John Vernon Lord 


