
  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the start of the autumn term at Little Willows 
Nursery. Detailed below are the seven areas of learning from 
the curriculum guidance for the EYFS and the types of adult-
led learning opportunities that will happen this half term. These 
opportunities will be enhanced by children’s emerging 
interests.  

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT-
INSPIRING CONSIDERATION 

Whilst sharing stories based on a woodland theme we will be focusing 
on the characters in the stories; identifying what is happening at 
different points in the story and how these characters might be feeling. 
In our search for knowledge about woodland animals we will be finding 
out about how we can show care and consideration to the animals 
living around us. How you can help...have a look at: 
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehogs-action to see if you can help 
hedgehogs in Suffolk.  
 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE-INSPIRING CREATIVITY 
We will be extending our repertoire of songs by learning some new 
songs which include woodland animals. As we discover and find out 
about different animals, we will be focusing on using descriptive words 
and extending our vocabulary banks. There will also be lots of 
opportunities for re-telling our own versions of stories and indeed 
making up our own. How you can help...Search on the CBeebies 
website for woodland walking songs; storytelling and games such as: 
www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/puzzles/lets-go-club-woodland-creature-quiz  

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT-INSPIRING COLLABORATION 
We provide daily opportunities for children to practise and refine their 

fine and gross motor skills both indoors and out. Our dough disco 

sessions form part of this provision. A dough disco session is essentially 

a workout with dough for developing upper arm and finger strength. We 

will also be looking closely at children’s stages of ‘grip’ and thinking 

about the types of activities that we provide to enable the children to 

progress to the next stage of their development. During our PE sessions 

we will be focusing on creative movement; travelling, balancing and 

flying?!? How you can help.... Encourage your child’s finger grip by 

manoeuvring tiny objects; popping bubble wrap between thumbs and 

fore fingers; threading cheerio’s onto string to make a birdfeeder for the 

garden. 

LITERACY-INSPIRING COMMUNICATION 
We will be sharing a wealth of woodland themed books 

such as the Percy the Park Keeper stories; Owl babies and 

the Gruffalo. We will be talking about our favourite books 

and using stories as a catalyst for our learning adventures. 

Children will be encouraged to recognise their names and to 

identify the initial grapheme on their name cards. We will 

look at how to form the special graphemes in our names; 

focusing on correct orientation. We will be making marks in 

the air; in mud; and on various surfaces. How you can help: 

Listen for sounds in the environment around you; play 

rhyming games and share stories with your child. 

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT-INSPIRING 

COMMITTMENT  
We will be introducing Magical Maths. We will begin in term 

1 looking at: amounts; saying and reading numbers; 

developing 1 to 1 correspondence when counting objects 

and practising sorting and grouping objects. We are also 

building our knowledge of 2D shapes. Our sessions will 

include rhyme, story and song alongside adult-led play. How 

you can help...Please say/sing number rhymes at home with 

your child; play ‘I Spy a number or shape’ when you are out 

for a walk; practise saying numbers in order as you climb 

up/down the stairs. 

EXPRESSIVE ART & DESIGN- INSPIRING 

CREATIVITY & CRAFTSMANSHIP 
We will have the opportunity to work with a range of 

materials and with a focus on working with clay; creating 3D 

models. There will be lots of opportunities for small world 

and role play as we transform ourselves into the animals that 

live in the woodland. How can you help...Can you make a: 

picture/model/story/song inspired by a woodland animal or 

story? 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD- INSPIRING 
CURIOSITY 

Woodland Nursery: We will be learning about our woodland 
environment; talking about the changing seasons and habitats. 
We will be observing any signs of visitors to our hedgehog 
observation tunnel and finding out lots of facts about woodland 
animals. We will be designing and building log pile houses for 
a snake and ‘hogitats’. How you can help... Take a walk in the 
garden or to a local park/woodland; talk about what you can 
see; can you spy any woodland animal homes? Talk about 
nocturnal animals –which animals come out to play when we 
are asleep?  

 


