
 
 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Grandparents, 
 
Happy New Year everyone and welcome back! I would like to thank you for your kind and 
generous Christmas wishes and gifts.  
 
We have a busy term ahead of us! Our class assembly will be in this half of term on 
February 7th 2019. The children have expressed a wish to dress up for this again and I will 
send out information during next week about this.  
 
In Year 1, our theme this half term is Traditional Tales. We have been looking at the features 
that these stories have and are already well into reading our first story and understanding 
about the ancient art of storytelling. We are also learning about how a play script is written of 
the same story.     
 
Our main theme in Science, History and Geography is Animals Including Humans; learning 
about ourselves this half term and other animals after half term. Thank you for your support 
already in sending in your adorable and wonderful baby photos. After half term, this topic will 
visit Africa and hopefully we will be able to take the children to Africa Alive in Kessingland, 
for our school trip in April or early May once the weather has warmed up a bit. 
 
Handwriting is reaching new heights this term! I am very impressed with a new design for a 
pencil grip that a child in our class is currently using. It prevents the thumb from sticking up 
and aids the muscle memory for a perfect pencil hold. I am hoping to purchase these for the 
whole class for use at school, and I will contact you soon with details so that you are able to 
acquire them for use at home as well. 
 
Reading is progressing very well with those children who are practising lots at home. There 
is a significant difference in those children who are not reading regularly at home, or 
practising their phonics, despite all our efforts in class to provide the extra. Thank you to 
everyone who is in a good routine and fully supporting your children at home. It makes such 
a difference to your children’s motivation and attitude to learning at school. Another area to 
focus on at home is to learn their ‘Learn Its’ by memory, so they have instant recall. The 
children who are confident with their recall are marching forward in their learning in Maths 
with amazing confidence as they feel their successes building. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and successful Spring Term! 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Clair Thompson   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 


