
Year 1 - Spring Term 2019
‘Traditional Tales’ and  ‘Animals, Including Humans’.

CONFIDENCE

Feeling confident using numbers can add a huge sense of 
achievement, raising self-esteem enormously. Developing a good 
memory for the Learn Its is very important as the children have 
just one minute to achieve these. Clics are not timed so there is 
time to work questions out. In Big Maths this term we will be 
recognising specific coins and notes,and using coins to make up to 
10p.The children will be using their understanding of time in all 
areas of learning.They will be learning about the date including 
the days of the week and the months of the year.The children 
will be reading, writing and counting in ‘o’clocks’.They will be 
solving addition and subtraction questions using a number line and 
dividing objects into three.

What you can do at home:

Set achievement rewards for learning their Learn Its with you 
regularly. Look at their Clics and celebrate what they have 
achieved and help them practise the areas that they find tricky. 
Practise reading and writing numbers to 100. Look at all numbers 
that are reversed and practise these a least five times each.

CONSIDERATION

We will continue to focus on how to consider others and to be kind and helpful.
We will learn through stories and books about Christianity: What did Jesus teach 
about God in his parables? We will look at symbols and artefact. What are the best 
symbols of Jesus’ death and resurrection at Easter?
What you can do at home:
Encourage your child to think about others and to consider kind things to say and 
helpful things to do. How can they make someone smile today? What makes a good 
friend?

COMMUNICATION
Talking for writing is a vital part of developing as a writer. Using various Traditional Tales 
as a starting point, we will be working on recalling the main events in a text so that we can 
put them in order and begin to write our own short stories. We have already been looking 
at various writing styles and formats including: retelling,descriptions and letter and 
instruction writing. Show and tell has become more focussed, with children thinking 
carefully about how to engage the listener. We will develop this growing skill as we read 
out playscripts and try acting out different roles of the past in these Traditional Tales. In 
French we will continually be recalling previous learning, while naming parts of the body. 

What you can do at home:

Find your favourite childhood books for a bedtime story - challenge your child to retell the 
story in as much detail as they can! What descriptive vocabulary can you enjoy together?
When your child brings Big Talk home for their Big Write, spend some time discussing this 
round the table as a family. Help them develop ideas that they can talk and write about at 
school. It is always such a pleasure to hear their ideas and makes a remarkable difference 
to their confidence as writers.

CURIOSITY 
   
Curiosity is a focused area this term where the children will be investigating ‘Animals 
including Humans’ in Science.They will identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of 
the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. 
Photographs will show how the children have changed over time. Next half term we will 
research, identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores 
and omnivores: fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. In Geography we will be 
learning about the continent of Africa and which animals live there. 

What you can do at home:

Encourage your children to be curious about things, exploring and learning together. We 
will be delighted to hear of your investigations back at school!



CREATIVITY

We will be creating a display about the four seasons using charcoal for 
different lines on winter trees and collage, printing and painting 
techniques for other seasons.
We will be creating a map of Jack And The Beanstalk’s village, retracing 
his steps to include the main geographical features featured in the story.

What you can do at home:

Find a map of Woodbridge and see if you can recognise any of the 
features?

OPPORTUNITIES

There will be a Class trip to Africa Alive in Kessingland to 
support our study of Animals that live in Africa.
This may well be best at the beginning of next term with 
the warmer weather.
This term we will be looking at Woodland habitats in our 
school and at Melton Woods. How is the season changing 
from Winter into Spring?

COMMITMENT

Commitment is a focused area for development this term.This particularly applies to learning our phonics and using 
this knowledge in our reading and writing. The children also need to focus on their pencil grip by making sure their 
thumbs are consistently level with their fingers. Quite a few of the children need to show real commitment towards 
their writing formation, including pre-cursive letters when writing words and finger spaces between words. We are 
also developing the use of capital letters, full stops and question marks. We have been looking for nouns and 
adjectives in our reading and writing. Please send in ‘Wow Vouchers’ for commitment shown at home.
 

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Developing craftsmanship is all about realising 
confidently that mistakes help us learn. By 
consistently trying again and learning that 
persistence to task brings success, is the way 
real progress in learning is made. This can be 
applied to Big Write targets and Big Maths 
challenges,where the children are using a purple 
pen to go over their work to include targets that 
may have been missed.This way they can feel 
truly proud of what they have produced.

What you can do at home:

Let your child see that we all make mistakes! 
For example writing numbers back to front. 
Take some time to fix things together.

Home Learning

Reading: This is a crucial part of your child’s learning and affects progress in other 
subjects including Maths. Most of you have increased your child’s reading and all 
children reading four times a week will be awarded a star point; Six times a week is 
two star points. Points earn prizes!! The phonics books that come home with the 
readers, reinforce phonic skills and time spent regularly on these will help your child 
in their Phonics Screening Test. Please record all reading. Children who read their 
books more than once will develop fluency. 
In Big Maths learning for instant recall in the Learn Its, will also encourage 
Commitment to their work in school and set good habits for their future learning. All 
completed correctly in the time will earn two points. Signs of real improvement will 
earn a star point.


