
 

 

 

 

      

 

Into the Wild  

 

      

 

 

      

Welcome to the start of the autumn term at Little Willows. 

Detailed below are the seven areas of learning from the 

curriculum guidance for the EYFS and the types of adult-led 

opportunities that will happen this term. These opportunities 

will be enhanced by children’s emerging interests. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT – INSPIRING 

CONSIDERATION 
We will be practising our collaboration skills by working together as a team to 

search for wild animals hiding in the woodland. We will discuss different 

animals and talk about what we like or dislike about them. We will invite 

children to imagine meeting one of those animals and will discuss how they 

would feel if they came face to face with them. 

How you can help… explore different emotion words with your child. Can they 

identify times when they feel happy, sad or frightened? 

 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE – INSPIRING 

COMMUNICATION 
We will be extending our repertoire of songs by learning new songs about 

animals. We will practice using words to describe different textures, patterns 

and experiences relating to animals. 

How you can help…Please encourage children to talk about different animals; 

how would they describe them? Listen to sounds in the environment, can 

children distinguish between these sounds? 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT – INSPIRING CREATIVITY 
We provide daily opportunities for children to practise and refine their fine 

and gross motor skills both indoors and outdoors. Our dough disco sessions 

form part of this provision. A dough disco session is essentially a workout with 

dough for developing arm and finger strength. 

We will also be looking closely at children’s stages of ‘grip’ and thinking about 

the types of activities that we provide to enable the children to progress to 

the next stage of development. 

During our PE sessions we will be focusing on creative movement. This will be 

based on the Animal Boogie. 

How you can help…Encourage your child’s finger grip by manoeuvring tiny 

objects; trace patterns in sand; thread pasta onto a straw; squeeze water from 

squirty bottles. 

 

LITERACY – INSPIRING COMMUNICATION 
We will be sharing a wealth of animal themed books and using stories as a 

catalyst for our learning adventures. Children will be encouraged to look for 

their initial grapheme on their name cards. We will look at how to form the 

special graphemes in our names, focusing on correct orientation. We will be 

making marks in glitter, shaving foam and sand; and with rollers, paintbrushes 

and water. 

How you can help…Seek out any fiction or non-fiction books that you have with 

an animal theme and bring them in to share at story time. 

 

MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT – INSPIRING COMMITMENT 
We will be introducing Magical Maths. We will begin in term 1 looking at 

amounts; saying and reading numbers; developing 1:1 correspondence when 

counting objects and practising sorting and grouping objects. Our sessions will 

include: rhyme, story and song alongside adult-led play. 

How you can help…Please say/sing number rhymes at home with your child; 

play I Spy a number when you are out for a walk; practise saying numbers in 

order as you climb up/down the stairs. 

EXPRESSIVE ART & DESIGN – INSPIRING CRAFTSMANSHIP 
We will have the opportunity to work with a range of materials and media. We 

will use natural materials to create transient art in the woodland and try our 

hand at 3D sculptures for the garden. We will build and tell stories using small 

‘animal’ worlds/habitats. 

How you can help…Can you create a picture or model of a wild animal? We 

would love to see any of your creations. 

Please collect colourful plastic bottle tops and any off-cuts Perspex or plastic 

for our sculptures. 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD – INSPIRING CURIOSITY 
Woodland Nursery: We will be learning about our woodland environment; 

talking about the changing seasons and habitats. We will be finding out about 

the habitats of different animals and what they need/do to survive. 

How you can help…Take a walk in the garden or to the local park/woodland; 

talk about what you can see, perhaps you could collect a special autumn object 

to bring to school for our display. 


