
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Hello everyone and welcome to the Autumn term. I am really looking forward to getting to know your children and 
yourselves and would like to invite you to join us at 3’o clock on Wednesday 12th September. This will give you a 
chance to begin to find out what learning is about in Year 1 and support your child at home. You will be able to 
discuss any anxieties you may be feeling and also share good experiences so far that is working for your child. If 
you would like to talk to me individually, I will be happy to make an appointment with you, but please understand 
that I will not have the time to go through everything that will be covered at the meeting. There will also be 
sessions available to join us for ‘Story Time’, ‘Writing’ and ‘Phonics’. Please check the school web-site for future 
dates; trips out, Year 1’s Class Assembly and the Key Stage 1 Christmas Nativity.  
  
Our main theme this term is ‘Water’ taking learning into the Oceans and the life that lives there and looking at 
how water is important to humans and the world we live in. If your children show an interest at home they can 
‘Show and Tell’ about this theme at school and we can enjoy learning with them. We do not encourage toys in 
class from home. Your children can play with these at home with you and their invited friends. If your child needs 
a comfort soft toy to begin this term more confidently over the first few days that is fine.  
 
In Year 1 your children will be expected to read at least three times a week with you, using their Phonics to work 
out words where possible. Please enter these sessions in their Home Reading Journals so I can reward their effort 
next time I read with them and in their end of term School Report. It is good practice to repeat these books to 
develop fluency until we change them at school. Please bring your child’s book bag into school each day so they 
don’t miss their turn in school. 
 
It is very important that you read stories to your children most days to develop their knowledge, vocabulary and 
interest in reading. Your enthusiasm will inspire your child’s motivation to want to read. Also discuss the story and 
words you read to them to develop their understanding, use of vocabulary and imagination. Talking about stories 
will also help their writing, as children need to verbalise sentences before they can write them. The little books 
that they are reading to you can not do this and they need to hear a higher level of story reading. In school they 
will also have Whole Class Reading sessions three times a week with me, using different extracts developing their 
comprehension skills. We read stories to them daily at every opportunity. 
 
If your children use pencils or colouring pens at home please encourage the three finger pincer grip hold and don’t 
let them get into bad habits with fingers bending in and thumbs to high. We are learning how to write using 
cursive letters this year in preparation for joining up handwriting.  
 
Children will need to have their PE kits with trainers, all labelled and in school everyday please.  
 
Everyone will need a recorder to live in their tray at school. This is by far the most hygenic way to learn the 
recorder at school. I thought it would be inspiring for them all to learn together as 1 have had enthusiastic 
successful players in Reception in the past.  
 
At Woodbridge Primary School, we teach more than the curriculum and your children will be developing skills 
across our seven Cs, focusing on Communication and Confidence this term.  
Looking forward to a term filled with fun and happy learners. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Clair Thompson 
  
  
  
 

 
 



 

 
 


